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Introduction  

As part of the development of a composite index 
of burials for Bath’s cemeteries, the entries in 
the burial register for Bath Abbey have been 
added. Burials occurred in the Abbey itself and, 
to a lesser extent, in the adjacent Abbey 
Churchyard.  

In the period 1700-1845 90% of the burials were 
inside the abbey, 8% in the churchyard and 1% in 
the skullhouse. 

In 1685-89 some entries are annotated “buried 
in the church” and other “buried in the 
churchyard”. Thereafter there are occasional 
annotations of “churchyard”. In Jewers’ 
transcription in 1694 “after this entry, unless 
otherwise stated, it must be understood that the 
buried is entered as “in ye church” “. Some 
entries have “was carried away” meaning that 
the service was carried out at the abbey but the 
burial was elsewhere. This is explicit elsewhere, 
for example an entry in 1703 has “was carried to 
Lambeth Parish in Surrey”. Such entries have 
been omitted from this index. The entry for 

“Earl of Suffolck” (15 Mar 1721/2)  Charles 

William Howard (1693-1722)  does not state 
that he was “carried away” but “was carried 
through the City” and in fact he was buried in 
the Howard vault at Walden Abbey, Saffron 
Walden, Essex. 

The churchyard seems to have been used mainly 
for the poor as entries in 1736 have, for example 
“a pore man from ye Poor House, Churchyard”, 
“a poor woman & a poor child. Churchyard” and 
“A youg man from ye ospetol. Churchyard.” 

For nobility, entries sometimes give the formal 
title rather than the surname and forenames. 
These have been corrected. For example 
“Honble. Barbara, Countess Dowager of 
Caithness” (1793) should be “Barbara Sinclair”.  
In other cases the forenames have been 
omitted, the person being so well-known from 
title and surname that it was considered 
unnecessary. For example “Rev Dr 
Watson”(1804) has no forename but this has 
been added. There are also disparities between 
the spelling of a surname in the register and its 
occurrence on a memorial and, in such cases, it 
is the latter which has been used. There are also 
some mistakes such as ‘Sentleger’ instead of ‘St 
Leger’ and these have been corrected. 

From 1774 there are references for “Skullhouse” 
as the burial location. This would seem to have 
been for the poor, given entries such as “A poor 
woman. Skullhouse”. References to the use of 
the burial location end in 1780. John Wood in his 
“A Description of Bath” (1795) gives on pp 306-
311 a description of the abbey including 
measurements but no reference to a charnel 
house. There are also three burials in 1779 in 
“the grove”. In the 1776 map of Bath “engraved 
for the Bath & Bristol Magazine”, the Grove is 
shown to the east of the abbey (later to become 
Orange Grove) and the churchyard to the west. 
The area to the south was at that time built on. 

In Jewer’s transcription, the entry for 2 Oct 
1774 has the footnote “From this time until 
1792, after which it becomes only occasional, 
the location of graves is indicated in the 
register, but as no good purpose appears to be 
served by giving them, only those that mention 

an inscribed stone are noted here, as they shew 
such existed, and in some cases indicate 
relationships.” 

In 1784 references start to burial on “Poor House 
ground”. This is the Abbey & St James Poor 
House cemetery on Lyncombe Hill within the 
parish of Widcombe. There is a separate burial 
register for that graveyard so these entries 
should be duplicates. However a reference in 
1785 to “A poor woman. Poor House ground” has 
no corresponding entry in the other register. The 
name index for burials in that cemetery have 
been documented separately. 

Prior to 1813 there are no ages and only 
occasional references to the place where 
someone died. Where a memorial gives an age 
this has been added to the index entry. The age 
profile is only for 17.5% of the entries. In 
addition, the quality of the information is 
sometimes low with ‘Mr’ and ‘Mrs’ without a 
forename. Some of these have been able to be 
resolved by reference to memorials. There are 
also discrepancies in the spelling of surnames 
between that in the register and that appearing 
on a memorial. Where the memorial has a better 
spelling the index has used this version. 

There are 65 entries in the period from 1700 
where the name is unknown and there are 
entries such as ‘a poor man’ and ‘Mr Parson’s 
servant’. 

It is noteworthy that the burial registers for the 
original St Mary’s, Bathwick have the majority of 
those buried coming from outside the parish and 
there are many references to the individuals 
being from “Abbey” or “St Peter & Paul” parish. 
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Figure 1 Number of burials per year 

The number of burials per year was small, 
between 20 and 60. The Abbey parish had a 
small population in its confined area from 
Westgate Buildings in the west to Orange Grove 
in the East. North was St Michael’s parish and to 
the south St James’. Those buried seem to be 
divided into: 

 nationally prominent people 

 locally prominent people 

 parishioners 

As noted before, from 1784 the graveyard in 
Widcombe was used although the majority of 
those buried there were from the more populous 
St James’ parish. From 1844 the Abbey 
Cemetery in Widcombe was used and by early 
1845 the last burial in the abbey had occurred 
and no further burials there were permitted. 

 

Figure 2 Number of burial per year by graveyard 

Memorials 

There are two types of memorials: plaques on 
the wall and inscribed floorstones. There are 
over 600 plaques but they do not all refer to 
people who were buried at the Abbey. The index 
indicates if there is a plaque. There are 847 
floor stones which were documented in 1872. 

Of the 5,353 entries in the burial register from 
1700, 224 (4.2%) correspond to names on 
memorials. 

Notable People 

The History and Antiquities of Bath Abbey 
Church: including Biographical Anecdotes ... by 
John Britton (London: 1825) has various 
anecdotes and the following list of 
‘distinguished persons’: 
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It should be noted some of the people for which 
there is biographical information weren’t buried 
in the abbey. For example, there is no entry in 
the burial register for William Oliver (-1764). 

Below is brief information on a selection of 
notable people buried in the abbey. 

Richard “Beau” Nash (1674-1761) 
Born at Swansea, attended Jesus College, 
Oxford, had a short spell in the army and then as 
a barrister. From 1704 until his death he acted 
as ‘Master of Ceremonies’ in Bath and, from 
1735 also at Tunbridge Wells. 
The Bath Chronicle of Thu 26 Feb 1761 has a 
lengthy obituary which starts “He was by Birth a 
Gentleman, and ancient Briton; by Education, a 
Student of Jesus College in Oxford; by Profession 
- - -  his natural Genius was too volatile for any. 
He tried the Army and the Law; but soon found 
his Mind superior to both --- he was born to 
govern. His Dominion was not like that of other 
Legislators, over the Servility if the Vulgar, but 
over the Pride of the Noble and the Opulent. His 
Public Character was great, as it was self-built 

and self-maintained: His Private amiable, as it 
was grateful, beneficent, and generous. By the 
Force of Genius he erected the City of Bath into 
a Province of Pleasure, and became, by 
universal Consent, its Legislator and Ruler. ...” 
Various biographies refer to his mistresses, his 
gambling, his confrontation in 1739 with John 
Wesley, and his debts. 
From the Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette of 
Thu 19 Mar 1761: “All the Effects of the late 
Richard Nash Esq. will certainly be sold the 
Middle of next Week, at his late Dwelling-House 
in St John’s Court.” 
The Life of Richard Nash by Oliver Goldsmith 
appeared in 1762. One of Nash’s successors as 
Master of Ceremonies, Samuel Derrick (1724-
1769), was also buried in the abbey. 
 
Venanzio Rauzzini (1746-1810) 
Born in Italy, a singer, composer, pianist and 
singing teacher. 
From the Bath Chronicle of Sat 14 Jan 1939: 
“Rauzzini came to Bath, on the invitation of 
Lamotte, in 1776. His magnificent singing was 
enhanced by a fine presence and a personality 
of singular charm. It is not surprising that he 
soon captivated Bath audiences, and by 1780 he 
had assumed full direction of the Assembly Room 
concerts. ... Rauzzini had a villa in delightful 
surroundings at Perrymead and here he 
entertained numerous visiting musicians, the 
most distinguished being Haydn who came to 
Bath in 1794. ...” 
 
Thomas Robert Malthus (1766-1835) 
A noted British scholar whose ideas on society 
and economics and, in particular population 

growth, the Corn Laws and Poor Laws were 
influential on people such as William Pitt the 
Younger, Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel 
Wallace. He wrote several works on Political 
Economy. 
He died on 29 Dec 1834 at 17 Portland Place, 
Bath while on a visit to his wife’s former home 
at Claverton, near Bath.  
From The Bath and Cheltenham Gazette of Tue 
6 Jan 1835 (vol. XXIII No. 1,161) in the list of 
deaths has: “Dec. 29, at the house of his father-
in-law, Joseph Eckersall, esq., Portland place, in 
this city, after a few days’ illness, the Rev. T. R. 
Malthus, professor of History and Political 
Œconomy, at the East-India College, Herts, to 
the severe affliction of his friends and relatives, 
as well as to the public loss of his Country.” 
There is a stone plaque in the north-west corner 

of Bath Abbey by the usual entrance door, on 

the left-hand side. 

His wife is buried in St Mary’s Churchyard, 

Smallcombe, the Abbey by then being closed for 

further burials. 

 
William Meyler (1766-1821) 
Bookseller with a shop in Abbey Churchyard. 
From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 15 Mar 1821: We 
have to record, with unaffected concern, the 
decease of Mr. WM. MEYLER, bookseller, joint 
proprietor and editor of the Bath Herald; who, 
after several years of infirmity and much recent 
suffering, closed his earthly career on Saturday 
last, in composure, resignation, and peace, at 
the advanced age of 65. As a conductor of a 
weekly intelligencer, the editor of the Bath 
Herald may claim both the positive merit of 
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having afforded, through more than a quarter of 
a century, much interesting information, and 
much innocent amusement to his townsmen; and 
the negative one of (a still higher praise) of 
never having sought popularity by prostituting 
his publication to the circulation of local 
scandal, or calumnious gossiping. ... Mr. Meyler 
was a senior member of the Common Council, 
and one of the magistrates, of this city.”  
 
Francisco Antonio Zea (1771-1822) 
Born in Colombia, he embarked on religious 
studies but changed to jurisprudence but never 
completed his studies. Imprisoned in Spain in 
1794 for being associated with the publication of 
republican material, he was later prefect of 
Malaga during the French occupation of Spain. In 
the independence movement of the Spanish 
South American colonies, in 1819 when a 
congress founded the Republic of Colombia with 
Simon Bolivar as its first president, Zea was 
elected Vice-President. In addition to his 
political activities he had a career as a botanist. 
He went to England in 1822 to secure a loan but 
died at the Royal York Hotel at Bath on 28 Nov 
1822. 
 
John Palmer (1742-1818) 
Owner of the Old Orchard Theatre in Bath, 
inheriting this from this father, which by a royal 
patent in 1768 had become the original Theatre 
Royal. Based on the stagecoaches which he used 
for transporting actors and stage props between 
Bath and his theatre in Bristol he proposed using 
stagecoaches to improve the postal system. 
After a successful trial of this in 1784 he was 
granted permission for a number of other routes 

across the country. He was made Surveyor and 
Comptroller General of the Post Office in 1786, 
a post that he held until 1792. He was Mayor of 
Bath in 1796 and 1809 and MP for the City 1801-
1808. (MPs were elected in those days by the 
small number of ‘freemen’ of the city.) He died 
at Brighton. 
 
Fletcher Partis (1737-1820) 
Born in Cumberland, he was a lawyer and 
conveyancer. He worked as an attorney in the 
Middle Temple, London but with his wife retired 
to Bath. In 1820 he bought land for the 
establishment of a home for gentlewomen "who 
had been left in reduced circumstances", aged 
over 50 and members of the Established Church. 
He died shortly after this purchase. By his will 
£30,000 should have gone to the four trustees of 
the charity nominated in 1821 but this was 
contested and it went instead to his wife, Ann. 
It was she who saw through the establishment of 
Partis College at Weston near Bath which 
opened in 1825. On Ann Partis’s memorial in 
Bath Abbey Cemetery is: “Blessed with wealth 
her constant care was to use it to the glory of 
god: and the benefit temporal and eternal of her 
fellow creatures with the entire approval of her 
husband who left all his property at her sole 
disposal she built and endowed a college which 
bears his name at Weston in this neighbourhood 
for the repose, the relief, and the spiritual 
consolation of thirty gentlewomen” 
 
William Bingham (1752-1804) 
Born in Philadelphia in 1752, by the time of the 
American Revolution he was one of the 
wealthiest men in Pennsylvania. He served as a 

diplomat and then as a representative in the 
state’s assembly and was then nominated as a 
member of the US Senate in which he served 
1795-1801. He was also a major land developer 
in New York state as well as Pennsylvania. 
 
Richard Hussey Bickerton (1759-1832) 
From the Hampshire Telegraph of Mon 13 Feb 
1832 p4: “Died, on Thursday, at his residence, in 
the Circus, Bath on the 73d year of his age, Sir 
Richard Hussey Bickerton, Bart. K.C.B. Admiral 
of the Red, and General of the Royal Marine 
Force. The deceased was made a Lieutenant in 
1777, and a Post Captain in 1781, and 
commanded the Invincible, 74, in an affair 
between Sir Samuel Hood and the Count de 
Grasse. At the capitulation of the French army in 
Egypt, Sir Richard superintended their 
embarkation – a duty which he executed with 
such celerity that the revolutionary General 
Menou, complimented him by saying “the 
vigilance of Sir Richard’s squadron has 
accelerated the reduction of that place, as it 
cut them off from all hope of reinforcement.” At 
this period also Sir Richard was invested with 
the Turkish “Order of the Crescent,” on the field 
of battle, and was knighted by the Captain 
Pacha in the presence of the whole English and 
Turkish armies. Sir Richard was seven years a 
Lord of the Admiralty, and succeeded Sir Roger 
Curtis as Command-in-Chief at Portsmouth – a 
post he held at the time the Allied Sovereigns 
honoured this port with a visit.” 
 
From the same page: “We are confidently told 
that the Generalship of Marines, vacated by the 
decease of Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, will 
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not be filled up. We rejoice to see our Navy 
rewarded, but sinecures must be abolished.” 
 
Thomas Camplin (-1780) 
Holywell Music Room which opened in 1748 is 
considered as one of the earliest buildings in 
Europe erected specially for musical 
performances.  A public subscription was started 
in 1742 and the design of building is attributed 
to Revd Dr Thomas Camplin, Vice-Principal of 
St Edmund Hall and from 1761 Archdeacon of 
Taunton. There are plans for the building to be 
renovated and enlarged. 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir Henry Augustus Montagu Cosby 

(1743-1822) 

A lengthy obituary appeared in Gentleman’s 
Magazine vol 92 Jan-Jun 1822 pp 177-182. This 
describes his extensive military career, 
principally in India against the French in the 
area around Madras. He was knighted in 1782. 
The death notice in the Annual Register 1822 
p267 has: “[Jan] 17. At Bath, in his 79th year, 
lieut.-general sir Henry Augustus Montagu Cosby, 
senior officer of the whole of the honourable 
company’s service.” 

James Tamesz Grieve (1744-1787) 
There is a memorial to Elizabeth Grieve who 
died in 1757, wife of James Grieve, physician to 
Elizabeth, Empress of Russia. There is no entry 
for her the burial register. Another memorial is 
to James Tamesz Grieve, of Moscow, who died 
on 9 May 1787, aged 43. There are also 
references to John Grieve (1757-1805) who was 
a physician to Russian tsars. John Grieve's 
Correspondence with Joseph Black and Some 
Contemporaneous Russo-Scottish Medical 

Intercommunication by John H Appleby (Medical 
History, 1985, 29: 401-413) has: “The Grieve 
family had links with Bath. In February 1785, 
John Grieve became a member of the Bath 
Philosophical and Agricultural Societies. He later 
read a short paper to the latter, describing a 
single-horsed plough he had seen on his journey 
from St Petersburg to Riga in May 1783. At one 
time he may have considered settling in Bath”. 
He returned to Russia where he died. 
 
The physician referred to would seem to be 
James Grieve (1700-1773), of Roxburghshire, 
who practiced medicine in various places in 
Russia in the period 1734-1763 before being 
appointed a physician at St Thomas’s, London. 
The Caledonian Mercury of Tue 9 Mar 1756 
carried an advert for the book A Cornelius 
Celsus, of Medicine by James Grieve, M.D. By 
the Banks of the Neva': Chapters from the Lives 
and Careers of the British in Eighteenth Century 
Russia by Anthony Cross (CUP 1997) p151 gives a 
brief account of his work in Russia. James 
Grieve, MD, St Petersburg was a subscriber to 
Travels From St. Petersburg In Russia To Diverse 
Parts Of Asia In Two Volumes, by John Bell 
(Glasgow: 1763) 
 
From The Graves Family Bulletin Vol. 8, No. 9, 
Oct. 29, 2006: “ In 1784, personal grants were 
made to a couple of physicians, John and James 
Grieve, both noted as being “from 
Russia”.  They were brothers in the service of 
the Empress of Russia in the Russian Army 
Medical Service, and were descended from the 
family of Grierson of Lag in the County of 
Galloway.”  

Monumental Inscriptions 

In The Gentleman’s Magazine and Historical 
Chronicle of 1785 Vol 53 on pp213-214 appeared 
a letter with a list of names on monumental 
inscriptions in Bath Abbey.  
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Source Material 

The Registers of the Abbey Church of SS Peter 
and Paul Bath, edited by Arthur J Jewers, Vol II 

(London, Harleian Society 1901) covers the 
period 1569-1800. 

Transcripts of the Register of Bath Abbey 1801-
1840 and of the Register of Bath Abbey & St 
James Burials (Poor) at Widcombe 1784-1840. E 
S Jenkins (1980). 

Bath Abbey - Alphabetical index of baptisms, 

marriages and burials, 1743-1940 – Somerset 

Record Office D\P\ba.ab/2/9/1 (microfiche). 

Memorial Inscriptions in Bath Abbey, by J Dunn 

1914 [BRO and BCL]. See also Somerset Record 

Office Somerset Record Office DD\TB/20/2. 

Inscriptions on the Flat Stones in the Bath Abbey 
Church copied by Charles P Russell (Parish 
Clerk) at the Time of the Restoration of the 
Church in 1872. [BRO] 
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Indexes 

The indexes have the following columns: 

BR the number of the burial register entry for post-1813 register entries 

surname  

forenames  

S the section: ‘A’ for Abbey, ‘Y’ for Churchyard, ‘G’ for grove, ‘S’ for skullhouse and ‘J’ for St John’s 

Wall the number of the wall memorial as the section number followed by the entry number 

Floor the number of the floor memorial 

Buried the date of burial 

Died the date of death 

Age  

Born Approximate year of birth 

Abode  

Notes annotations from the burial register entry or other information such as that from a memorial 

B ‘’ indicates a burial 

MI ‘’ indicates that a memorial exists 

Occupation  

Where born the country and county codes for place of birth 

M/S married or single 

 


